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With that, we both fell silent for a few more moments. But as we
continued to stare at the water, the one obvious course of action to
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prevent all these awful repercussions loomed ever larger in my
mind, and in the end I simply put it to him that all we had to do was
to replace the bottle in time, then all would be well.
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| had come to the edge of precipice. | had been ready to slay my
master—this boy’s arrival had saved me from murder (and a
lifetime in prison).
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He flexed his palm near my face— five fingers. That meant, | want
five hundred rupees.
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