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The Mississippi is well worth reading about it.
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The Mississippi! It was with indescribable emotions that |
first felt myself afloat upon its waters. How often in my
schoolboy dreams, and in my waking visions afterwards,
had my imagination pictured to itself the lordly stream,
rolling with tumultuous current through the boundless
region to which it has given its name, and gathering into
itself, in its course to the ocean, the tributary waters of
almost every latitude in the temperate zone! Here it was
then in its reality, and I, at length, steaming against its tide.
I looked upon it with that reverence with which everyone
must regard a great feature of external nature.
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Now and then we had a hope that if we lived and were
good, God would permit us to be pirates.
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| was gratified to be able to answer promptly and | did. |
said I didn't know.
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The world and the books are so accustomed to use, and

over-use, the word 'new' in connection with our country,

that we early get and permanently retain the impression that
there is nothing old about it.

C.ij LA ‘)}:«5 LJ LL{J.)‘ 2 4§ u\.':)‘.b C)JLG ng:)tf) QLG.?- :C—Jl’ a".;
sliie 593 Lo 457 (gloylsl b ‘.uj)\grmbj\u:w.uﬁ)\s@ Iy (o)
S lals 550, sl 5 S OT GBI 53 (poaB o oo o 057 Iy
'{"-U"’LSA
er M‘}>-‘54 6.'55‘9 ol QL:..M) LAa.L'...‘.:aJS 9 QL@} rbja :‘SJL‘J..:.: AA.?JS
b ool S s cdulidl o OF @ 1) (Ao 2SS S0y L ysiS
.D)\-U aﬁ)b)}:«f): w-@ﬁ@.&g—rfsw&uj
Your true pilot cares nothing about anything on earth but
the river, and his pride in his occupation surpasses the pride
of kings.
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He presently grew lonesome, and started out for recreation.
He ranged the whole boat—uvisited every part of it, with an
advance guard of fleeing people in front of him and a
voiceless vacancy behind him.
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Here is a proud devil, thought I; here is a limb of Satan that
would rather send us all to destruction than put himself
under obligations to me, because | am not yet one of the salt

of the earth and privileged to snub captains and lord it over
everything dead and alive in a steamboat.
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For all the effect that was produced upon Mr. Bixby, one
would have supposed that no remark had been made.
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After rounding-out and finishing-up and polishing-off the
alligator business, he dropped easily and comfortably into the
historical vein, and told of some tremendous feats of half-a-dozen
old-time steamboats of his acquaintance, dwelling at special
length upon a certain extraordinary performance of his chief
favorite among this distinguished fleet—and then adding— "That
boat was the "Cyclone,"—Iast trip she ever made—she sunk, that
very trip—captain was Tom Ballou, the most immortal liar that
ever | struck. He couldn't ever seem to tell the truth, in any kind
of weather. Why, he would make you fairly shudder. He WAS the
most scandalous liar! I left him, finally; I couldn't stand it. The
proverb says, "like master, like man;" and if you stay with that
kind of a man, you'll come under suspicion by and by, just as sure
as you live. He paid first-class wages; but said I, What's wages
when your reputation's in danger? So | let the wages go, and froze
to my reputation. And I've never regretted it. Reputation's worth
everything, ain't it? That's the way I look at it. He had more selfish
organs than any seven men in the world--all packed in the stern-
sheets of his skull, of course, where they belonged. They weighed
down the back of his head so that it made his nose tilt up in the
air. People thought it was vanity, but it wasn't, it was malice. If
you only saw his foot, you'd take him to be nineteen feet high, but
he wasn't; it was because his foot was out of drawing. He was
intended to be nineteen feet high, no doubt, if his foot was made
first, but he didn't get there; he was only five feet ten. That's what
he was, and that's what he is. You take the lies out of him, and
he'll shrink to the size of your hat; you take the malice out of him,
and he'll disappear. That "Cyclone™ was a rattler to go, and the
sweetest thing to steer that ever walked the waters. Set her
amidships, in a big river, and just let her go; it was all you had to
do. She would hold herself on a star all night, if you let her alone.





